INMC STARTUP PITCH COMPETITION

CUNEO, ITALY

Bridgewater « Kings County « Pictou County

MID-FEBRUARY
Finalizing of marketing and communications materials

EARLY MARCH
Public launch of the INMC Nova Scotia International Startup
Competition

APRIL 2026
Regional pitch competitions or showcases

BY END OF MAY 2026
Final startup selections (one per region)

SUMMER-FALL 2026
Founder preparation, pitch refinement, and international
readiness support

TOBER 2026
“onference and International Startup Competition

WHAT IS THE INMC NOVA SCOTIA INTERNATIONAL STARTUP COMPETITION?

The INMC Nova Scotia International Startup Competition is a coordinated, regionally delivered startup
competition bringing together Bridgewater / South Shore, Kings County / Annapolis Valley, and Pictou
County under a shared INMC Nova Scotia banner. The competition will identify one startup from each sister
region to represent Nova Scotia at the International Network of Michelin Cities (INMC) Conference in
Cuneo, Italy in October 2026.

This initiative leverages Nova Scotia's membership in the International Network of Michelin Cities and the
Corridor of Incubators to provide startups with international exposure, curated global connections, and
credibility on an international stage. Regional pitch competitions or showcases will be hosted within each
sister region. While delivery may vary by region, branding, narrative, and selection intent will align across
Nova Scotia. One startup per region will be selected to advance to INMC Cuneo 2026.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

The INMC Nova Scotia International Startup Competition accepts applications from incorporated startups
that demonstrate a clear connection to one of the three participating regions and are beyond the idea
stage. Startups must demonstrate innovation, readiness for international exposure, and a credible
connection to their host municipality, recognizing the importance of local economic impact and political
alignment.

Eligibility requirements will be defined regionally and may include:
e Startup located within the defined catchment area of the host region
e Must be less than 8 years old
e Demonstrated operational, supply chain, or customer connection to the host municipality
e Proof of concept and early market validation
e Product must be scalable and able to be sold internationally
o Ability to represent the region internationally
o Willingness and ability to cover travel costs to Italy (accommodation and on-site costs provided by
INMC)

Each region will determine its final eligibility criteria in alignment with local priorities and political
considerations.



